Running head: THE MAKING OF CIVIL WAR		1

THE MAKING OF CIVIL WAR 		7







The making of Civil War
Name
Institutional Affiliation








Events That Led To the Coming of the Civil War
Missouri Compromise
The Missouri Compromise is an essential event that brought about Civil War in U.S. Made law in 1820, The Missouri Compromise controlled slavery in the states of the west. Despite the fact that it was made law almost 40 years prior to the civil war, it played a significant role in creating the ground for War. The Missouri Compromise considerably led to the incongruity and division of the north and the south in regard to matters of slavery. This made the slavery matter even more controversial between the north and the south. 
Authored by Henry Clay, The Missouri Compromise was agreed upon by both the pro and anti-slavery proponents in the Congress. It prohibited bondage in Louisiana and other regions that were considered to be part of it in Louisiana Purchase. The Missouri Compromise remained law until it was canceled by the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 and later affirmed as illegal by the Supreme Court in the case of Dredd Scott. The Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed Kansas region as well as Nebraska Territory to proceed with the vice of slavery. Also, The Act permitted the future states to choose for themselves by way of voting if they would allow slavery or not. To put it in other words, The Kansas-Nebraska Act overturned the ban on slavery in the regions that the Missouri Compromise had established. 
When the Missouri compromise was repealed, individuals affiliated to the anti-slavery north perceived the Congress as if it was permitting the south to have more power in the Congress which they disliked. Additionally, The Kansas-Nebraska Act made south feel more aggressive when raising their sentiments on pro-slavery. Due to The Kansas-Nebraska Act, the anti-slavery Republican Party was formed. It is important to understand that during the period that Missouri compromise was active, majority of the people were contented because it balanced between slave and non-slave states. With the Missouri compromise, the country was divided evenly in terms of slave and Free states. However, with the repealing of the Missouri compromise, there were major drifts as the north held different opinion to those of the south as the Northerners perceived the congress as tolerating the south to have some sort of power on the Congress. On the other hand, repealing The Missouri compromise made the southerners become more antagonistic in tabling their supporting views on slavery. This significantly contributed or rather led to the civil unrest. 
Kansas-Nebraska Act
The 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act massively catalyzed war within the U.S boundaries. It overturned the Missouri Compromise that equally divided the country into those who supported slavery and those who opposed slavery, and made it unconstitutional. The Act permitted suppression in Louisiana Purchase and its terrains. With The Kansas-Nebraska Act, there was a general shift in the regime and across the land. The Kansas-Nebraska Act accelerated political tension as individuals who opposed the act were for the idea that it would give the slaveholders the capacity and freedom to control the new west states, which would open the way for the states in the south to control governing and make the north a permanent minority. It is imperative to keep in mind that these were two different cultures that lived as one country. Also, it is worth noting that neither one of these cultures wanted the other to take control or govern their people. 
The Kansas-Nebraska Act brought total shift in government majority. Additionally, it brought the fear of not having position in the congress forming the present Republican Party which rules the country. It would be prudent to argue that the formation the party showed the possibility of change in the administration majority and played a role in causing Civil War as there was amplified tension between the two areas. This acted as catalyst to the already flaming fire.  The Kansas-Nebraska Act brought the old fears back. These fears surfaced and they created room for fuel which actually became readily available. This became even extra tense when Kansas was made a slave state regardless of the fact that most of the people who lived in Kansas were against slavery. Generally, even in cases where common sense was the obvious option, it was less applied as it was more of a pawn for power. 
The Kansas-Nebraska Act gave power to the southerners and they became more aggressive as they made their points on slavery. The anti-slavery North perceived the Congress as letting the South run the Congress which brought major conflict as the people in pro slavery wanted to make anti slavery people permanent minority. These conflicts increased tension and possibility of shift in government majority. It was evident that the two sides were in unending conflict which acted as a major catalyst to the Civil War. 
Eli Whitney/Cotton Gin
Eli Whitney was a northerner and a graduate of Yale University. In his visit to the south in 1793 as a private tutor, he overheard a conversation about how hard it was to remove cotton seeds from the cotton bolls. It required manual labor which meant slaves had to do it by hand. As such, it would take a slave a whole day to produce one pound of seed free cotton. The entre process was expensive and it was becoming difficult for slave owners to feed and shelter slaves as the cost was becoming prohibitive. The owners of the cotton plantation inquired Whitney if he was capable of come up with a plain method to extract the seeds from the bolls. Whitney took 10 days to come up with a mechanical invention to aid in extracting seeds from the cotton bolls known as the cotton gin.
Before Whitney developed the cotton gin, slavery was almost ending as farmers had realized that it was becoming extremely costly to keep slaves in comparison to the returns. However, with the advent of the cotton gin, all of a sudden, cotton was now a valuable crop that the south exported. Increased demand of cotton led to the need of large production of the plant that necessitated the need for more slaves. Due to this demand for both cotton and slavery, ownership of slaves became a burning issue in the nation and it ultimately led to the Civil War. Notably, Eli Whitney’s cotton gin invention made slavery more valuable. This led to increased slavery as more workers were needed to work on the fields, as cotton became a lucrative crop. Due to this increased demand for owning slaves, this issue became a burning issue and finally led to the Civil War. 
When the Civil War Became Inevitable
Different from the mentioned events, the civil war became inevitable when fire was opened by the south on Fort Sumter in 1861. The North and the South by 1861 especially on matters of slavery were at loggerheads. Even though there were several differences, between the two regions, the United States was still one country by 1860 until fire was opened at Fort Sumter by the south, did the two regions become enemies on the battlefield making the civil war became inevitable.
Considering that there had been several obvious differences and tension between the two regions, opening fire was the last thing any side could do. There was an already existing tense environment that only required strategies to cool things down or to equalize things rather. The civil war became inevitable because retaliation by the North was guaranteed. In addition, it was going to be full force considering the numerous differences both sides had for a long time. Generally, even though there had been differences between the two regions for the longest time, there were always strategies that maintained cool. However, opening fire to one side meant total eruption of what had been boiling for years. 
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